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� Introduction

Take a journey into the future.  A vignette of a scene that will be played

throughout eternity.

� IMPORTANCE OF HOLINESS  –  Revelation 4:1-11

After this I looked, and there before me was a door standing open in heaven.
And the voice I had first heard speaking to me like a trumpet said, "Come up
here, and I will show you what must take place after this." 2 At once I was in
the Spirit, and there before me was a throne in heaven with someone sitting
on it. 3 And the one who sat there had the appearance of jasper and
carnelian. A rainbow, resembling an emerald, encircled the throne. 4
Surrounding the throne were twenty-four other thrones, and seated on them
were twenty-four elders. They were dressed in white and had crowns of gold
on their heads. 

5 From the throne came flashes of lightning, rumblings and peals of thunder.
Before the throne, seven lamps were blazing. These are the seven spirits of
God. 6 Also before the throne there was what looked like a sea of glass, clear
as crystal. In the center, around the throne, were four living creatures, and
they were covered with eyes, in front and in back. 7 The first living creature
was like a lion, the second was like an ox, the third had a face like a man, the
fourth was like a flying eagle. 8 Each of the four living creatures had six wings
and was covered with eyes all around, even under his wings. Day and night
they never stop saying: "Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty, who was,
and is, and is to come." 9 Whenever the living creatures give glory, honor and
thanks to him who sits on the throne and who lives for ever and ever, 10 the
twenty-four elders fall down before him who sits on the throne, and worship
him who lives for ever and ever. They lay their crowns before the throne and
say: 11 "You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and
power, for you created all things, and by your will they were created and have
their being."

This passage and others make it clear that God’s holiness is the recurring

theme in worship around the throne of God.  Scripture also make clear the

importance of protecting the holiness of God.  But, what is holiness?
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� DEFINITION:

! Hebrew:  “qodesh”   (Used 550 times in various forms)

! Basic Meaning:  “marked off, withdrawn from common ordinary use”  “to

separate”

! It speaks of UNIQUENESS, being special, one of a kind.

! Holiness: separation FROM  all that is unclean or common UNTO  what is

positively pure and distinct from all else. 

� HOLINESS & THINGS

! HOLINESS:  Used overwhelmingly to speak of a thing or place

(tabernacle, ground) that God designated or had made (articles, clothes,

etc. for the Tabernacle) to be used exclusively for His purposes.

Ground 17x
Tabernacle/Sanctuary 73x
Holy Place 31x
Sabbath/Feast 24x
Things 79x
Offering 13x
Holy City/Mt. 12x

Total:  249x

God 70x
People 7x

! HOLINESS:  Used overwhelmingly to speak of a thing or place

(tabernacle, ground) that God designated or had made (articles, clothes,

etc. for the Tabernacle) to be used exclusively for His purposes.

! God demands that the distinction and separation be maintained

between the holy, that which is set apart to glorify Him as holy, from the

profane.

Ezekiel 44:23
"Moreover, they shall teach My people the difference between the holy and
the profane, and cause them to discern between the unclean and the clean.

Leviticus 5:15-16
 "If a person acts unfaithfully and sins unintentionally against the LORD'S

holy things, then he shall bring his guilt offering to the LORD: a ram without
defect from the flock, . . .. 16 "He shall make restitution for that which he
has sinned against the holy thing,
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� HOLINESS & GOD

! When we look at several passages of scripture related to the holiness of

God, we see very clearly the emphasis of UNIQUENESS:

Exodus 15:11
"Who is like You among the gods, O LORD? Who is like You, majestic in
holiness, Awesome in praises, working wonders?

1 Samuel 2:2 
"There is no one holy like the LORD; there is no one besides you; there is
no Rock like our God.

Psalm 77:13
Your way, O God, is holy; What god is great like our God?

Isaiah 40:25
"To whom then will you liken Me That I should be his equal?" says the Holy
One.  

! In its root meaning, and usage, the primary emphasis of the holiness of

God is that God is unique.   He is one of a kind,  separated from all that is

common or profane,  DIFFERENT from all we know and even what we

can conceive. 

! God is so infinitely unique man can only begin to understand all that is

involved in His character.

God is unique, distinct in all He is:

His nature is unique,

His thoughts are unique,

His ways are unique,

His power is unique,

His presence is unique.  We could go on & on!  

! God is the one!  God is all that!

! God is intent on all men recognizing and HONORING Him in His

holiness.

“Who indeed is like Him . . . majestic in Holiness.  There is no one holy

like the Lord.  What God is like our God?  ‘To whom should you liken me

that I should be his equal’ says the Holy One!”
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! God takes the worship, honor, and PROTECTION of His holiness very

seriously.

Leviticus 10:3
Then Moses said to Aaron, "It is what the LORD spoke, saying, 'By those
who come near Me I will be treated as holy, And before all the people I
will be honored."' So Aaron, therefore, kept silent.

Leviticus 22:32 
Do not profane my holy name. I must be acknowledged as holy by the
Israelites. I am the LORD, who makes you holy

Ezekiel 36:16-25
Then the word of the Lord came to me saying,   17 "Son of man, when the
house of Israel was living in their own land, they defiled it by their ways and
their deeds . . .  18 "Therefore, I poured out My wrath on . . . . 19 "Also I
scattered them among the nations, and they were dispersed throughout the
lands. . . .   20 "When they came to the nations where they went, they
profaned My holy name, because it was said of them, 'These are the
people of the Lord; yet they have come out of His land.'   21 "But I had
concern for My holy name, which the house of Israel had profaned
among the nations where they went.   22   "Therefore, say to the house
of Israel, 'Thus says the Lord God," It is not for your sake, O house of
Israel, that I am about to act, but for My holy name, which you have
profaned among the nations where you went.   23 "And I will vindicate
the holiness of My great name which has been profaned among the
nations, which you have profaned in their midst. Then the nations will
know that I am the Lord," declares the Lord God, "when I prove Myself
holy among you in their sight

! God is unique, one of a kind,  separated from all that is common or

profane,  different from all we know and even what we can conceive. 

! To live for the supremacy of God is to pursue His uniqueness. It involves allowing
Him to move us from our humanistic thinking, values, and WAYS.

! We must be careful not to reduce God to OUR thinking and concepts of God.  We
must diligently assure that our concepts of God match with His uniqueness as
revealed in the scriptures.
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� HOLINESS & BELIEVERS

! God has separated us to Himself.  We have been set apart as His people,

His possession, to live for His purposes EXCLUSIVELY!

1 Pet. 2:9-11
But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for
God's own possession, so that you may proclaim the excellencies of him
who has called you out of darkness into his marvelous light;  10 for you
once were not a people, but now you are the people of God; you had not
received mercy, but now you have received mercy.  11 beloved, I urge you
as aliens and strangers to abstain from fleshly lusts which wage war
against the soul. 

! God expects His people to live as people who are uniquely set apart

exclusively for His purposes.

! Because God is infinitely unique, I will have to make a conscious effort to live
according to His character.

" I will naturally think in keeping with my HUMAN character.  I will naturally
think in a way that makes sense from a human point of view.  I will naturally do
things the way every human does things.

" I will not naturally think and act in keeping with God’s unique character,
thinking, and ways.

" I must consciously STRIVE to understand God’s unique thoughts and ways,
guided by His Word and His Spirit.

• Am I thinking man’s way or God’s way?

• Am I looking at life from man’s viewpoint or God’s?

" Living out God’s holiness means I must consciously and carefully purge my life
from anything that is contrary to the character and WAYS of God.

The Holiness of God 6

! Understanding and living out the holiness of God will result in unique

" THINKING

• I will think differently than most people because God thinks differently.

" VALUES

• I will value different things and I will have different desires than most people
because God’s values are different, God’s desires are different than man’s.

" ACTIONS

• I will act differently than most people because God’s ways are different than
man’s.

Prayer of commitment:
(recite together)

Holy God,

I want to know you in your holiness.  I want to understand your uniqueness.  Reveal to
me how I have lowered you to the level of mankind.  Show me how my view of you is
less than what you really are.  I want to demonstrate your holiness in my life.  Help me to
see where I am like man when you have redeemed me to be like you.  Change my
THINKING.  Change my VALUES.  Change my LIFE in every way.  Make me holy,
unique as you are.

God is holy . . . unique . . . different . . . are you?


